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PANAMA VS. NICARAGUA: INTERVIEWS

WITH CENTRAL AMERICAN DIPLOMATS,

Minister From Colombia Slate l lie Position of His Government and What tho French ITavc to Sell-H- ow

the Canal Can He Hnilt ami How Its Const nut ion Will Open Fortunes to Americans in
the Republic of Colomb.a Xieaiajiuan Oflicial Gives the Claims of That Country and

Says 1'anama ('anal Will Be a Failure lie Discusses the Xiearamuin Route
and Tells How Americans Are Emigrating There to Make Fortunes

in Rubber, Cocoanuts and Gold Miucx.
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Sp'clal Corresponilence of The Sunday Republic
Washington, May 13. 'Where shall we

build our great canal across the lthmus?
The answer to this Is given In the follow-

ing Interviews with the Ministers from the
countries of tho principal routes. Each
man thinks his Government has the best
proposition and each has little good to say
of the schemo of the othr. But I shall
let the diplomats speak for themselves.

My first Interview was with the Minister
from Nicaragua. Ills excellences name is
Senor IjouIs r. Corca. He is a highly edu-

cated Central American, who during his
residence In Washington has acquired the
English tongue, so that it was In English
that our conversation was held. Said Sa-

ilor Corea:
"There Is no question but that the best

route for the canal Is the NIcaraguan route.
Your engineers have so decided, and It
seems to me that all the arguments, both
eanltary and financial, nre In Its favor. By
Nlcaragua your Pacific and Atlantic States
are nearer each other by two davsi than
tney would be at Panama. A canal there
could be more easily maintained, and In
the end It would be far cheaper than tho
Panama route.'

"The ranama advocates make different
claims," said I.

"Tes," repjicd Senor Corea. "It Is easy
to make any sort of a claim, but more dif-
ficult to support It by facts. Lt us look
at the facts. Tho Panama Canal Company
has already spent Kj0,000,000 and it has
completed about of tho under-
taking. It Is willing to sell that fourth to
the United States for J40.00O.O0O. but after
the United States has bought It It has
three-fourt- h of the canal to make. At the
same rate as the first fourth the expense
would be JTaO.OOO.OOO. It might be done for
less, but the cost will be enormous.
?40,000,000 of Our Gold
.Would Go to France.

"There Is one thing," continued Senor
Corea, "that I have not seen mentioned in
the consideration of this Panama proposi-
tion. The United States is, I know, the
richest country of the world, but can it
afford to take H0.000.000 right out of Its
circulation and give It to Trance. If this
deal Is made your Government will have
to pay HO.000,000 to the French and jou
will havo nothing In return for It but the
chance to spend hundreds of millions more.
If you take up the Nicaragua Canal jou
will have to spend less money eventually
and the greater part of the money will re-

main right here. It will all go toward the
purchase of American machinery and sup-
plies, with the exception of the compara-
tively small amount cald out for wages " .

"But the same will be true of the Pana-
ma Canal, will It not?--'

"To some extent, but nothing like the
amount which will go Into American pock-

ets in the construct'on of the Nicaragua
Canal. The labor cost at Panama will be
far greater than at Nicaragua. The ex-

travagance of the French ha3 ruined labor
conditions there. You will not be able to
get workmen for less than $2 per day, while
ot Nicaragua they will not cost more than
tO cents per day. This means that we can
save ou three-fourt- of the labor expense
of the work. Our labor is better than that
of Panama. We have the Indians, who are
easily managed; they live upon little and
consequently can work at low wages. They
will not be walking delegates to Incite
trouble among the Jamaicans and other
West Indians, whom you Import to help
along the work."

Nicaragua All Ready
for the United States.

"But would It not take some time to
prepare for work upon the NIcaraguan
Canal? You would have to build railroads
and put up towns, would jou not?"

"Not at all," replied Senor Corea. 'There
are towns and cities now along the route of
the canal. Lake Nicaragua has many thriv-
ing settlements upon Its banks, and the
country about It is rich In plantations and
Crazing lands. Wc could easily feed all the
workmen needed, and we have water and
railroad communications which would put

w-1r- t-
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jour supplies Just where jou want them
We have now one of the most progre-siv- e

rulers of this hemisphere. General Jose San-

tos Zelav-a-. He was educated In Europe and
has traveled widely. He is veYy broad in
his views, and he that the canal
will greatly help our countrj" and people.
He will do ell that he can to aid jour Gov-

ernment, nnd will grant all necesarj- - con-

cessions. At first It was proposed to create
a neutral zone of three miles on each side
of the canal. This or anj-thin- else that i3

nccessarj- - will be given, although by our
Constitution we cannot sCu the lind to a
foreign power. We can, however, lease It
In perpetuity, and this means the same
thing"

"How about the health conditions alorg
the line of the canal, Senor Corea?" said I.
"Can our people live and work there?"

"Certainlj- - they can." replied the Minister.
"I have gone over the reports of jour en-

gineers and surveving parties. Thcv- - state
that Nicaragua is the healthiest of all trop-
ical countries, and not to be considered in
the same class as Panama. Surgeon Brad-
ford, who went over the route with sixty
survejors and 110 Jamaicans and natives in
1SS7, saj-- s that he did not have one cate of
serious Illness In his whole partj
Country Free From Malaria
and Yellow Fever.

He was there In the rainy season and
was doing actual work along the line now
proposed. Admiral Walker reports that he
had SO men with him while he was making
his survej-- s through the swamps, and that
he had. less sickness and malaria than he
would have had had he been running a
survej- - in Virginia at the same season of
the j'ear. I can give jou similar quotations
from every traveler and engineer who has
been over the route. We arc entirelj' free
from the jellow-- fever nnd from malaria
in nnj- - dangerous form."

"Is Nicaragui such a countrj- - that Amer-
icans could piosper In it?"

"I think s0, without doubt." was the re-p'- .j'

"A lit answer to that question is that
many Americans arc now doing o We
have been having quite an Immigration
from jour countrj'. Three hundred and
fifteen Americans came In last
month, and I get at least flftj letters a
week Inquiring alout the canal and the
chances for securing lard near It Already
a number of pHntatlons have been set out
bj-- Americans who expect to make fortunes
there in raising bananas, pineapples, cocoa-nu- ts

nnd rubber."
"What are the opportunities for such

men?"
"They nre verj-- great It they can only

walt a while for their crops to come into
bearing. In rubper it takes about seven

to raise the trees, but after that
time thej paj- - ery well. I am Interested
in a plantation which has 23,000 trees. Thej-ar- e

now Ave old, and will produce
rubber about VM. The trees cost but a tri-
fle to plant and care for. AVe grow- - the
sprouts In nurseries and have the Indians
set them out at 23 cents per task. A task
means the setting out of a certain number
of trees. The Indians may do It in. three
hours, four hours or eight hours, but he is
paid bj- - the task without regard to time.
After the trees are onco set out thej-- re-a- iu

Asm ipun uojiualltJ arjji ;nq a.taready for cropping."
Opportunities for Making
Money in Cocoanuts and Bananas.

"There are good opportunities for making
monej-- In cocoanuts and bananas, and also
in coffee. About o'ne-thi- of our coffee es-
tates are now I.i the hands of the Germans,
but if the United States builds this canal
we expect to tee many American planters t

ujsa?t?.y,rf,?.ajj.vf fff.sm.f. , ;AvJv- -

I come in We rnle a verj-- flnc coffee, ns
food at. can be raled In an) pirt of the
world, aril it brings hl:h prices.

-

"Tile mineral resources of Nicaragua are
Kre.it." continneil Senor Conn. "We hive
"ome orj rich cold mine-- rnd we are now
butlillrB railroad's to npe-- i up the mineral' narts of the cointrv We hie nisi large

I nr-- as fitted for eattie raisins There are
lion hundreds of thousands of eattie yn
these lands hut ther might be million"!.
We crort manv hide!, and of laf have
been eportin.r ne-i- t to Caba and others of
tt-- e We t lit'' i Mind's

"Orr j eorlc realize tint the canal would
' rlit them T-- c brieve It nil! double
h value f their H-i- '-i and rrat':' in- -

e,.-- the v of t'ie country. We
hive no doubt hut that It will "vei.tunlly
be built through our tcrritorj."

I I"1 an interview on ills ime sub- -
i i:h Sc-io- r CaiIo Marti '"-- SI'va. the

M f'Ur from Colcmtia who left ,ih-- i
u n we'ks ago lie told ni" ?'i it

(I'lmlui was vcr ansiou- - that the canal
eai'd lu bu'lt .ind th2t it uas Willi:: 10

. v an; cmce" irus vvh'ch v oui I lead to
tu iter ot t'le P.iniM route Sa.d he

V. e frel that a ca-i- v i I eve uuallv go
'1 uirh the Isthmus of Panama, and tint
if our countrv dor-- - not rrake it inme

paitl will What v.e want I to see
th d St itcs bu cut the Pre ich and
ve b. llcve t'jat vou will find it to jour Into-

-ist t i do

liee.s (h Advantages Are
Willi the Panama Route.

"Suppose the United States does that.

Senor Pilva." said I. "what will she get
that she would not have on the Nicaragua
route?"

"She would ha'-- th" difference between
romcthlng and nothing. All the advantages
are with the Panama route. It is the short-
est route, the route with the fewet locks,
and the route that cou'd be maintained at
the lov.-et- t cost. It is a route that his been
tested b- - experiments and actual work.

"The Nicaragua line is abso'.utelj- - unde-
veloped Furvejs have been made, but no
practical experiments hnve shown the pos-sb- l;

expense of construction. You know-o- f

the railroad tunnel which thej-- are now
.making In New York. Iiefore that tunnel
was dug all Kirts of borings and experi-
ments were made, and upon the basis ot
these an estimate was formed of its prob-
able cost.

"When the work vas done it was found
that the estimates were $10,000,000 below the
figurts of the engineers. The railroad tun-
nel was verj-- short. The Nicaragua canal
survej- - extends over many miles. It has
been made in an unknown countrj-- , andj-o-
can't te'l how far the figures of the en-

gineers will be from the actual cost. They
can figure as to what thej-- can see, but
thej-- cannot calculate all the difficulties that
maj-- come up.

"On tho Panama canal work has been
done along the whole line A great part of
it ha3 been dredged, and the mountains
have been actually cut down. Alreadj- - two-fift-

of the canal have been completed,
and can figure out the cost of the re-

mainder almost to a cent. A large force
has been at work for the last five years
and hundreds of men are there working j-.

The property Is In a good working con-

dition. One st of managers can easily step
out and another begin their labor on a s'

notice."

What the French Have

at Panama.
"Rut does the work of the French amount

to much, j our Excellency?" I asked.
"I think it docs," replied Senor Sllva.

"Those who have not been over the line of
the janal do not appreciate its value. When
the canal was started an enormous amount
of prellminarj" vork had to be done before
the ical operations could commence. Houses
had to be built for the officials and work-
men. There was ro timber to speak of, and
the most of the lumber was brought from
tho United States. Some of the houses
were finished in the United States and sent
in pieces to Panama and there put together.
Hospitals hod to be erected, and find
these now-- at both ends of the iine. A city
grew up at Colon at.d that at Panama In-

creased In size, so that j- u havo
houses, hospitals, oihees and cities with
which to do jour work.

"You have also the Panama Itallroad.
ready to transport materials and to laj-the-

down along the line of the canaL This
road is well equipped and running. It was
constructed in the earlj- - fifties, when the
present sanitary arrangements had not
been made, and it consequently cost an
enormovs loss of life A similar road will
have to be built along the line of the Nica-
ragua Canal If you choose that route, and It
will cost many lives to construct It. The
Panama road and canal have led to settle-
ments along the line and the excavations
have aided in draining the lowlands so that
the country there Is healthful We
have had no fever to speak of for
some and I feel safe In saying that
there is now no danger to the health of
Americans at Panama."

"But suppose we buy the canal, senor, can
supplj- - tho labor needed to complete

it?"
Easy to Get Laborers
From West Indies.

"Yes. There will be no trouble In getting
good workmen. You can brinff them over

from Jamaica and others of the West Indies
Islands, and we can supply much from Co-

lombia Itself. AVe have a large number of
Idle people who would seek work of you,
and the cmplojment of these would take
away a part of our revolutionary forces.
It would render the Government secure, and
would gradually make Colombia the richest
and most Important of the South Ameri-
can State"."

"But the Isthmus of Tanama is thinly
populated, ii it not?" said I.

"So. It lia-- s more lnlnbitants than most
people think." replied Senor Sllva. "The
Isthmus of Panama nelongs to a Trovlnce
which has an area four times as big as

There are parts of It which
have great natural resources and. together
with the ret of Colombia, it will furiil'h
an enormous Held for American capital "

"Suppoe the I'arama canal is chosen,
will Amerlcan h ive anv special advantages
in ioiomiu.i'"

"I should think so." replied the Colombian
MInlrter "The canal would bring our coun-
tries cloier together. It would cement the
friendly relations which now obtiln between

. and we houbl naturally favor Amerlein
.arital and American immigration "

"I suppose vou Know" continued Sror
Sihn. "tint Colombia is an empire in lti
natural rrsiurce! It I" of great size You
could put ten States of the s7e of Xe.v
York Into it and have space to spare The
most of the land is high and healthful, and
we have v."t areas which will raise coffee,
pligar, cocoa and other crops. We have
-- nnie of the best grazing lands 0f the world,
and the Cauv i Vnllej miqht enils be made
the gardon of tne universe. The val'cy lies
letwcin the mountains not f.u below Pan-
ama, extending, speaking, north
and ovih It h is an a as great as Tex 13
and Its c'lmate Is well Milted to vour peopl.
J He canal wi 1 ilivelop it

"You Know -- omethlr.g of our mineral.'j rimi.irv ins aireauj produced more th in
57CC M,ono wor'h of the precloun metal.
and we now stand fourth airong the greit

countries. We are led onlv
bv the I'nited States, Australia and South
Africa. I.irge amounts of American enp-t-

are airead; Invested in i;olombl 1. and
If vou complete this canal ve sha

be pirtrors In the development of the
richest parts of all Sou.h America."

rrtANic o. CARpnxTnn
(Copvrifht. in: lij r. O Caipner)

TOPEKA SOCIETY YOUNG WOMEN

WEALTHY HERMIT'S THIRTY

YEARS VIGIL FOR LOVE.

OLD, SICK AST) LONHLY, THIS IXSAXK UKCLFSE VIGOR-OCSL-

RESISTS ALL ATTEMPTS TO TAKE II1M
TO AX ASYLCM.
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Special Correspondence of The Sunday Kepublic.
New-- York, May 23 Sleepy Hollow .Wash-

ington Irving's quaint, goblin ridden Sleepy
Hollow now offers to the world another ro-

mance In the life storj- - of 'William Fisher,
the hermit of Ardslej-- . In all tho legendary
lore of the storied old Hudson there is no
tale more beautiful, more pathe'ic, e

uncannj-- , than that of this man, who
became an anchorite for love of a woman.

Until the village authorities forced an en-
trance into his retreat last week, William
Fisher had lived an Ideal hermit's life for
thirty years For thlrtj- - jears no human
being crossed his threshold until that day.
when the Sheriff's Jury ruthlessly invaded
his hovel for tho purpose of formally de-

claring him In"ane and incapable of man-
aging his large estate.

So far. however, the hermit his vigorous-
ly resisted all attempts to take him away
to the Insane asjlum. Old and sick as he
Is, he has so far succeeded in defjlng in-

truders, and declares that the Ardsley au-
thorities will never take him alive.

The day after the visit of the Sheriff's
jurj-- I found my way to the lonely hermit-
age and saw-- and talked with the hermit
himself. He lives not more than a stone's
throw from the old Sleepy Hollow highway,
and within tight of the bridge which is
still said to be haunted by the headless
horseman of the legend.

It is a quaint little house of Dutch arch-
itectureor it Is better to say that it was .1

quaint little house, for it is now a ruin a
hovel. A dense growth of
shrubbcrj lilacs and sweet briers and
snowball trees conceals It completclj from
the passing traveler; and. Indeed, the very
existence of the hermitage had been for-
gotten by many of the country people until
the recent invasion of It. So, too, had the
love btory of the hermit been almost for-
gotten.

Trees and Garden Shrubs
Have Formed a Bower.

There is only one way of Ingress to his
retreat, and that is by an obscure path
which unwinds a labjrlnthine passage.
through the shrubbery- - and undergrowth.
At the end of the path Is a steep aecuviiy,
what at first glance appears, to be but the
forlorn ruin of a home. It is Impossible to
Imagine a human being living there. The
roof is sunken and a side of the house is
fallen in. Overhead, the trees and garden
shrubs have Interlaced and form a sort of
bower. The air Is laden with the perfume
of lilacs, and young birds twitter in their
nests which their parents have builded in
the eaves.

The old rain barrel, split and sprung, still
stands under the drip of the tumbledown
stoop. The grass has grown over the once

dooryard. and. as if to make
the hermit's defense complete, a wild black-
berry bush blossoms In the very threshold.

The desolation Beemed complete. No sound
or sight of living human being, only the
smell of the lilacs and the twittering of the
birds In the eaves and' the haunting mem-
ories, the ghosts of the once merrj'. iovous
homestead. "

JIIS3 nTIini.YX STniNBEP.G Or
Topeka. Kas. Al iv 2"! ATr. TTnrrv Ste'r

berg - the wife of a prominentV musician of
Ins Clt. AIrs . Slplnritrf.....,, n n nonilLir,,1,, - ,4

I rapped on the decrepit door and the tot-
tering nails shook loose. It was one of those
picturesque little Dutch doors, pueli as are
to be seen onlv in paintings of the old mas-
ters, a door which swings open in two por-
tions, the lower of wood and the upper of
small panes of glass.

No answer came from within. I rapped
again and again, until the shady little bower
echoed, and then, at last, came a voice as
from the tomb.

"What do 1011 want?"
Sleepy Hollow Hermit as
He Appears at Home.

It was a strange, wild voice a voice full
of fear and seeminglv- - of terror. In a

after loud moaning and groan-
ing, a strange aiparition appeared among
the shadows cf the little hovel Into which
1 was peering through the lattice top of the
Dutch door. It seemed scarcelj- - human, this
tali, gaunt specter, wild eyed and dis-
heveled. H raised a bonj- - hand to his
forehead, and thus shading his eyes from
the light, crept forward and pulled the anti-
quated latch string. The casement swung
in on its one creaking hinge, and the Her-
mit of Sleepy Hollow supported himself
upon the lower portion of the door with two
bonj. jellow-- hands.

"What do jou want?" he asked abruptly.
His great towering figure, although now-be-

and decrepit, seemed strangelj- - out of
proportion to his surroundings. He is some-
thing more than 6 feet 6 tall. His face Is
thin, clar cut and hawk-lik- e, with its
hooked nose, high cheek bones and deep
set. dark eyes. On his chin is a stubble of
white beard and a fringe of s,nony hair
hangs over his neck and about hl temples.
On the top of his had he wears a queer
fashioning which at first one mistook for
a turban, but which is Intended to be a
wig. and which he wove in bird's nest man-
ner, out of his long gray beard. About
his legs and arms and trunk he had tied
flour sacks, and such constituted his only
clothing. His lips were thin and his mouth
toothless.

"Weil, what do jou want?" he asked
again, this time angriij-- . He plainly showed
that he was out of humor at being dis-

turbed.
When at last I had succeeded in making

him understand that I wished to do him no
harm, and that there was no one with me
to seize and take him awaj-- , the hermit
opened the other half of his door, and I
crossed the untrodden threshold and
stepped Into one of his two rooms.

When William Fisher Was
the Village Beau.

The story he told was practically the
same, word for word, which I had already
learned from some of the old villagers.

Forty-fiv- e years ago William Fisher was
the beau of Sleepy Hollow. He was 2S

years old then, and it is easy to imagine
how good looking he must have been with
his fierce black eyes and his hooked nose
and dark mustache, which ho bit when ho
got angry after the manner ot the sturdy
Dutchman that he was. William Fisher
was then considered the biggest matri-
monial catch In all that part of the Hudson

:V

TOPEKA. KAS

POSiW OF VIEW.

nlrl. and until ., .A.nr,t Mn.in. it- -' ."t". ,.c i.i jn.Steinberg, was known as one of the leaders
...n ho- - cnnini - t.i41tl .iiiii.--
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G. Carpenter. Xow in Lon-
don, Will Tell Republic Readers

What Americans. Are Doin-a- nd

What They Can Do hT
the Old World Pictures

of England and Con-

tinental Europe
in ltlOi'.

w iimns ror. the su.vday Rnrrnuc
Tie08 unpuuic"h1,h

' 1"' ?uni! " J""
orS" frZ-VT-

TmTtTAv0 fr?"Ze lha' " Anferlca I

"M Ms Iolns "is iL.iuy to light with them for nil th.t l
U,,S "natnh "orMSgoods. The fight, indeed, has alreadv

"I3 .eVen at " st"ns t tLfavor the West The gre.ilest countries
Their PPr,,are at,em!'"ns to It.

alreadv refer to it asThe American Invasion" Bmneror
?can Pe"' "" Ca"ed " ,he "K'- -

In Great Britain. Germnnv-- . France Rus-sia. Holland and Helgium. als well B heother countries of Continental Kjrope. th Isincrease of American commerce Ison. The Yankee exporter has put on
Century!" S" btS f the T"

To dpS(.rllo , -- . ...."n conuition anil thethousand and one changes caused bj it Mr
i;7 ",annt1 an extensive tour ofthe United Kingdom and the Continent. Heis now in nngland. and later on will visitRussia. Germany. France and other coun-tries in the interest of Republic retdersHis work wi'l be along the line of this in-vasion, but it will cover a wide range and

T 111 tfenl with nil ciit.t- - ,i.i .
.ew Europe, niectrfrltv. :hlrl

merce. technical schools, labor and wa-- es
will form a part of It, and at the same time
11 win treat or other .subjects in whichAmericans are Interested T -.I t
instance, he will tell how-- Uncle Sam hasto spoon-fee- d John Bull to keep him alive,
how he sleeps him between cotton sheetsat night, and how bv means of Ids

machinery he is preparing to car- -
j mm iw huijv uu uur mooem street cars.

He will show- - how England's coal bids fairto give out, and how we eventually must
keep our British cousins warm. The Netv
I.ondon. the gigantic metropolis of the
world as a trade ojster for the American
to open, will be pictured and a comparison
of the big trusts of the "Tight L'ttlo
Island" nnd those of our countrj be made.

In Germanj Mr. Carpenter will describe
hnw thflt Ttmnlr. I ttIncr tn no,...... .1...
ocean by building the best and fastest ship;,
uiitttii. iiu win jiiane one letter on waiter
Wllholm no fllf. t inlam.tlnn.l
mer, who is pushing German s trade and
business in everj-- waj-- . He will picture Ber
lin as It is in tnis year ltfJl'. and traveling
over Eastern and Western Germanj- - will
compare their laborers with our workmen
and describe the wonderful techn'cat
schools which the Emperor has Instituted
to aid him in making the commercial con-
quest of the world.

Mr. Carpenter's letters from Russia can-
not but be ot the greatest lnteresit. He will
vblt the capital, St. Petersburg, ami gie
letters about the joung Czar ind his

He will investigate the cln'rjtrs
whl'jh are on in industrial lines'

River countrj-- . He was the onlj- - son the
onlj- - child of the richest man in Sleepy
Hollow. He was eagerly sought after

the rural matchmaking mothers, but
ho remained a bachelor, immune nnd im-

pervious to the enchantment ot love until
well, until one daj-- he met the right girl,
and then he loved.

The right girl was Catherine Odell. the
daughter of Nehemiah Odtll, a wealthy
farmer of Dobbs Ferrj-- . The handsome,
dark-eye- hook-nose- d bachelor loved her
madlj. and his lovo was returned. The daj-wa- s

set for the wedding. It was to be a
great fete, and the whole country was In-

vited. There was to be a elance and frolic
at the bride's house after the ceremonj-- ,

nnd then the companj- - was to ripair the
next daj- - on horseback to the house of the
bridegroom's parents, the verj-- house in
the ruins of which the hermit now-- lives.

Here the most Important part of the mar-
riage celebration was to take place tho
"Infalr," or welcome home to the bridal
couple. All these preparations had been
completed, the bride's sown laj- - folded In
the lavender scented chest, and the pics
and the cakes and the crullers were baked
and stacked in the cellars of the two great
farmhouses.

Then came the tragedj--. On the day be-

fore the wedding the lover and his sweet-
heart were crossing the ferrj". The sweet-ha- rt

was drowned.

Consecrated His Life to
Memory of Dead Love.

From that day William Fisher, the rich
and gallant beau of Sleepy Hollov, became
a recluse. He consecrated his life to the
memory of his dead love. His father died
a few years afterward, and jcars ago his
mother passed away. When they carried
her body out of the front door her son
closed that door forever. He boarded up all
the front windows of the house. He locked
up the empty rooms and threw the key
awaj'.
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FRANK G. CARPENTER.

and wi'l open up t new view of the enor-
mous public works now building. T'i.
Transi-iberin- Railroad is onlj- - one of thee.
Russia has canal and other undertakings
In hand which are even more wonderful.
Rusii is aiteadj- - a grc.it manufacturir?
countrj-- , an' expects to have a great share
in the markets of both Europe and Asia hi
the futuT The Russians are now buj inir
millions! of dollars' worth of America-- i

goods Mr C irpenter will tell how t'icsj
are nan lied, and show how millions more
can be placed

Returning again to Germany, the great
trade route of the Rhino will be described.

Its factories rather than its castles, will
form the material of Mr. Carpenter's let-tir- s.

and bo will carry us along on boats
loaded with American meat, wheat and
cotton, rather than on the scenic pleasure
steamers of that famous river.

Northern and Southern Germany will give
manj- - letters, and Hamburg.
the great free port of Continental Europe,
and its vast tratle with the United States
will be especiaiij interesting.

The Yankees in Holland and Belgium will
furnish good material. With Mr. Carpenter
we shall see how our cotton and wheat aro
used in the land of "Djkes and Windmills,"
and leam whether our steel cannot make
a foothold in the beehive of Europe, known
as Belgium

In his tour of Tranco Mr. Carpenter will
Include the silk citj-- of Ljons, where 00

worth of silks and velvets are made
every jear. Ho will show- - how our own
silk mills are fast crowding those of Eu-lop- e,

and give Uncle Sam some points as to
how to mike his daughters' clothes.

These are onlj a few of the subjects that
will be handled in this remarkable series
of letters. Mr Carpenter has traveled all
around the world and up and down It in
search of Information for American read-r- s.

In addition to having visited every
part of his own countrj--, he has seen South
America, has girdled the Pacific Ocean from
the Ah utian Islands to Van Die man's Land,
ard lias made three trips to Asia to de-

scribe changes and conditions of that con-
tinent. Slam and Java, Ilurmah and India.
Kgjpt and the Holy Land, Turkey anel
Greece are well known to him. and In this
trip to Europe he goes to lands which ho
has visited manj. times in the past, anil
which he Is now able to describe In the new
and changing conditions of this year, 1002.

These letters will not be confined alto-
gether to commercial subjects. They will
take all matters of human Interest alonjr
the lines of modern progress. Thej-- will
cover such a wide range that thej-- will run
for one jear, beginning with the first Sun-
day in June, and continuing from Sunday
to Sundaj- - thereafter.

Ho wished to see nothing, to remember
nothing of the past except the woman ho
loved. Ho arranged two back rooms, tho
kitchen and udjolning bedroom, and de-

clared his intention of living and djlng
there, the world forgetting and bj' the world
forgot.

The Interior of the hovel presented a pic--
turo onlj tiiualed bj- - that of the hermit,
himself. What had one time been tho bright
old kitchen, full of sunshine and laughter
and redcli nt of the savory dishes for which
the Dutch housewife was noted. Is now
overrun with rats and mice, and while I
talked with the anchorite n gray squirrel
came hopping in at tho doorway. He had
built his nest several jears ago, the hermit
told me. in the woodpile behind the rusty
stove. This woodpile occupied one wholo
end of tho rojm. and was as high as tho
ceiling.

"What right have they to come and dis-
turb a harmless old man?" he moaned,
looking at inc. helplessly and then gazing
about vacantly at the walls of bis dwelling.

""es. they say I am crazj- - do u hear?
saj I am crazj-- . Mj-- God! and Just be-

cause I cannot forget the woman I loved.
Yes, they say I am crazy because I worship
her memorj-.- "

The old man took off his strangely woven
wig and looked at it In a dazed fashion.

"It was made out of my beard," he said,
simplj-- . "I had a long beard once it
reached down this far" he touched hi3bony knees "and then I grew bald, ant
one day I cut of my beard and wove it ino
a wig like this."

Here the hermit took down a robin's nest
.from the clock rhelf. The clock was stopped
when his mother died and had never been
started.

As mj-- eyes grew accustomed to the shad-
ows In which the room was shrouded I
gradually discerned that the walls were cov-
ered with drawings of a woman's head a
buiom, prettr girl she was, with the hair
of a Botticelli Madonna and great hoops in"
her cars.
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